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The Problem of Legal Pressures
Acts 18:1-11

Introduction: 
Summary of the second Missionary trip so far:
In Philippi – One household believed plus one lady (Lydia) maybe a slave girl and a few others. - A solid church was established.
In Thessalonica – “And some of the Jews were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and ﻿﻿Silas.” - A solid church was established.
In Berea – “Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.” - We hear nothing about a church in Berea except that “Sopater of Berea accompanied Paul back to Jerusalem on the 3rd Missionary journey (Acts 20:4).
In Athens - Paul had 2 named converts and “others with them” - No mention of a church in Athens.
I. Paul’s Friends – 18.1-3
A. The Place – 18:1
“After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth.”
Corinth was the political capital of Greece and the seat of the Roman Proconsul. It was 50 miles south of Athens. It competed with Athens as a commercial and political rival for many years. In 146 BC the Romans destroyed Corinth in revenge for a revolt. It lay in ruins until 46 BC when Julius Caesar rebuilt the city and made it a Roman colony. Corinth was a wicked city, famous for its licentious worship of Roman goddess, Venus. (Aphrodite, Greek /Ashtoreth, Phoenicians). Added to that was the fact that Corinth was a seaport. The temple of Venus had 1000 prostitutes. It was so wicked that the name of the city became a synonym for Licentiousness - “To act the Corinthian” meant to practice fornication.
Later Paul wrote Romans from Corinth. Read chapter 1 sometime with that background in mind. From verse 24 to 32 he gives a long catalog of sins. Some believe that he was simply looking around and recording what he saw.
B. The People – 18:2

“And he found a certain Jew named ﻿﻿Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and Paul came to them.”
Aquila and his wife were probably believers. They had been chased out of Rome with all of the other Jews. The Jews were hated all over the world and still are.  

C. Partners – 18:3

“So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them ﻿﻿and worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers.”
Fathers in Paul’s day made sure that their sons learned a trade to fall back on in times of need. Paul learned by apprenticeship, the trade of tent making and this was a time of need. Paul stayed with them. It is likely that their shop was downstairs and they lived upstairs.
II. Paul’s Fervor – 18:4-5
A. Preaching Part-time – 18:4

“And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.”
Paul would get a hearing because he was a rabbi. Many of the Jews and the Greeks (God-fearers) heard and believed.
B. Preaching Full-time – 18:5
“But when ﻿﻿Silas and Timothy ﻿﻿came down from ﻿﻿Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly ﻿﻿testifying to the Jews that ﻿﻿Jesus was the ﻿﻿Christ.”
Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia.
1. They Brought Money:
II Corinthians 11:9

“And when I was present with you, and in need, ﻿﻿I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked ﻿﻿the brethren who came from Macedonia supplied.
Phil. 4:15-16  

“Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, ﻿﻿no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only, for even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.”
2. They Brought Encouragement.
I Thess. 3:6
“But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, ﻿﻿as we also to see you—therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress ﻿﻿we were comforted concerning you by your faith, because now we live, if you ﻿﻿stand fast in the Lord.”
III. Paul’s Foes –18:6 
A. Their Opposition – 18:6a
“But ﻿﻿when they opposed him and blasphemed “ἀντιτασσομένων” – set themselves in array, like an army. Βλασφημούντων – injure the reputation of. To defame or revile.
B. Paul’s Demonstration – ﻿﻿18:6b
“he shook his garments”
Jesus told the 70 to go and announce that “the Kingdom of God had come near.” Then He gave instruction concerning those who rejected them:

Luke 10:10-12

“But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘The very dust of your city which clings to ﻿﻿us we wipe off against you.’ But I say to you that ﻿﻿it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.”
C. Paul’s Denunciation – 18:6c
“said to them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; ﻿﻿I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
Paul here has reference to Ezekiel 33:7-9
﻿“When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. ﻿Nevertheless, if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have ﻿﻿delivered your soul. 

IV. Paul’s Followers – 18:7-8
A. A Place of Operation – 18:7
“And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named ﻿﻿Justus, (Τιτίου Ἰούστου) one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.”
Justus was a Gentile. Luke also gives his Roman name, Titius. He may have been a Roman citizen. He lived next door to the synagogue. The people could follow the same route to the meeting, but turn in one house sooner.
B. Plenty of Opportunity – 18:8

1. A Famous Convert – 18:8a
“Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.”
Here was one who was no ordinary man. He was of the upper crust. Paul would later tell them,

1 Corinthians 1:26
﻿“For ﻿﻿you see your calling, brethren, ﻿﻿that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many ﻿﻿noble, are called.”
[British Queen Mary said, “I was saved by an ‘M.’ It didn’t say not any noble are saved, but not many noble are saved.”]

It was quite an event that the ruler of the synagogue believed. He was supposed to know the Scriptures better than the rest and he believed what Paul had been preaching. That leaves the Jews without excuse. 
In John 7:48, the Pharisees asked, ﻿﻿ “Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?” - The implication is that if they had, then you might believe also. Well, no one has believed. Then, many did believe.
2. A Flood of Converts – 18:8b
“And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”
First they heard. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” 
Then they believed. What did they receive? 
Then they were baptized - Paul did not baptize many of them. He baptized Crispus, Gais, Stephanas and a few others, maybe.
1 Corinthians 1:14-16

“I thank God that I baptized ﻿﻿none of you except ﻿﻿Crispus and ﻿﻿Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name.﻿ Yes, I also baptized the household of ﻿﻿Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other.
1 Corinthians 4:15
“For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for ﻿﻿in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”
V. Paul’s Fears – 18:9-11
A. The Lord Came to Paul – 18:9a
“Now ﻿﻿the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision.”
From time to time Paul had visions:
· Troas – Acts 16:9
· Jerusalem – Acts 23:11
· An angel visit Acts 27:23
· II Cor. 12 – (He was not allowed to tell the content of this vision.)
B.  The Lord Commissioned Paul – 18:9b
“Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent…”
Paul needed this assurance because of what had happened in other cities and even in Corinth.  Paul did not like being man-handled, maligned, beaten, threatened, any more than anyone else.
And the Lord “touched with the feelings of our infirmities” (Heb. 4:15) came at just the right time to him. Even an apostle needs to be assured that the Lord is with him.
C.  The Lord Comforted Paul. – 18:10-11
1. The Outlook – 18:10
“for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.”

This means that Paul will not be hurt by anyone in Corinth. He was already brave, but now he can be even more brave.

 He could be:
· Brave, but not reckless,

· Bold, but not brash
· Fearless, but not fatalistic.
The Lord had “many people in this city”
Was He talking about people who were saved? NO!

Then, how were they His people? They were the chosen – before the foundation of the world.

2.  The Outcome – 18:11
“And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”
Paul believed the Lord. Except for Ephesus (2or 3 years) this was Paul’s longest ministry in one city. (1 ½ years)
Later Paul would write to the Romans [from Cor.]  “If God be for us who can be against us” AMEN!
